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19.100: 
Introduction
The mission of Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) is 
to support the Church in fulfilling its mission of sharing 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ  by being a Christ-centered 
servant partner of the LCMS, ensuring that funds and 
services are available now and in the future.
 Church Extension Fund programs provide a source 
of custom loans for congregations and ministries, as 
well as rostered church workers. These programs are 
administered through a national network of districts, 
LCEF, or district-specific Church Extension Fund (CEF) 
offices. Congregations and individual members should 
consult with their district office or call 1-800-843-5233 
regarding the policies and programs offered.

19.200: 
Investment Opportunities
The dollars loaned to LCMS organizations are raised 
through interest-bearing instruments issued to 
individuals, organizations, congregations and all related 
entities of the Synod.
 Different types of investments are offered by LCEF 
and district CEFs. Interest rates are dependent on 
the type and term of the investment. Typically, the 
investments offered are as follows:

Young Investors (Y.I.) Club
The Y.I. Club was created because children are never too 
young to learn that God gives us many blessings to use 
wisely and share with others. And by sharing, we can 
help others hear about Jesus!

1. StewardAccount® (investment offering check- 
writing access, an optional debit card and 
online services, including e-statements)

2. Fixed-rate term notes (six, nine and 18 
months; one, two, three, four and five years)

3. Floating-rate term notes (30 and 60 months)
4. Family Emergency StewardAccount
5. IRAs (all notes above are available)
6. Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) (available to  

those enrolled in compatible high-deductible 
health plans)

7. Congregational investments (demand, term, 
endowment, StewardAccount)

8.  Cemetery Endowment
9. Young Investors (Y.I.) StewardAccount  

(see information below)
10. Connect PLUS, for new investors (two-year 

note with premium rate)
11. Partner PLUS for current investors (two and 

four-year term notes with premium rates.)

Sharing and learning can start at birth and continue into 
the high-school years. The Y.I. Club is meant to help 
prepare our future leaders to be good stewards of their 
money and other God-given gifts, while giving them the 
benefits of investing with LCEF.

Open to LCMS members with children up through 
age 18, the Y.I. Club begins with $25 invested in a 
Y.I. StewardAccount (which earns a premium rate on 
balances up to $1,000). Y.I. Club investments may be 
opened with Y.I. Stamps (formerly known as K.I.D.S. 
Stamps) or other funds.

19.300: 
Loans
Church Extension Fund loans are available to all 
congregations, schools and affiliated agencies (RSOs, 
SMOs, etc.) of the Synod. Loans are available for capital 
expenditures, lines of credit, residential, congregation, 
school associations, and RSOs. Visit lcef.org or call 800-
843-5233 for details.
 Congregations who wish to borrow from the Church 
Extension Fund should contact their district office for 
loan applications and guidelines under which loans 
are made. Loan applications are reviewed by the local 
district board and/or the national LCEF office.

19.400: 
Ministry Support
The kingdom of God moves forward as His people live 
out the Gospel. LCEF, through its Ministry Support 
department, can help put ministry in motion with plans 
defined, funds raised, believers mobilized, buildings 
constructed, relationships built, vision realized and 
communities impacted.
 VisionPath helps ministries achieve clarity, helping 
them determine how to effectively live out the Gospel in 
their particular community.  
 Capital Funding Services assists ministries in raising 
the funds necessary to move forward, as well as allow 
members to experience the joy of generous living 
and giving because we believe in a God who can do 
“immeasurably more than all we can ask or imagine” 
(Eph. 3:20) in the lives of His people.
 The Architectural Advisory Committee and Laborers 
For Christ provide invaluable assistance for ministries 
that require facility enhancement or advice on how  
to most effectively position their facilities to move 
ministry forward.
 Demographic Services help ministries understand 
the community they serve. 
 LCEF’s Pastor Coaching Ministry helps pastors 
recover a sense of joy and effectiveness as they lead their 
congregations into ministry.
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19.500:
Gift Planning
LCEF shares a partnership with The LCMS Foundation 
in its mission for long-term charitable giving assistance. 
LCEF encourages gifting through direct donations as well 
as the Special Interest Program, which allows interest 
from investments to be designated to LCEF and its 
ministries such as Laborers For Christ and Architectural 
Advisory Committee, rostered church worker loans and 
mission starts. Interest also may be directed to the LCMS 
or individual congregations.
 In addition, LCEF’s free Joyful Response® program 
makes gifting to your ministry convenient. (See more 
under “Stewardship Resources.”)

19.600:
Stewardship Resources
There are many ways stewardship can be taught 
and experienced. To support your efforts, LCEF 
offers resources that can supplement or begin your 
stewardship education program:
• Joyful Response®: Many financial transactions are 

conducted electronically, including offerings and 
tuition payments. It is important for you to be able 
to offer convenient, transportable options so that 
contributors can maintain their commitment. LCEF 
offers electronic tithes and tuition payments through 
its Joyful Response® program, a free stewardship 
service for congregations, schools and ministry 
service organizations. 

• Consecrated Stewards: Designed to energize your 
members in their ongoing giving, Consecreated 
Stewards is not tied to the church budget but to the 
need of the giver to give. Most congregations that 
participate report increases in annual commitments 
of 15% to 35%.* LCEF trained and certified leaders 
will guide your members to celebrate congregation 
ministries using solid Lutheran Bible study materials 
and sermon outlines. *Individual results vary. 

• Journey of Discovery: This Bible study resource 
is designed to help congregations explore their 
stewardship practices during financial stewardship 
programs that occur any time throughout the year.

• Y.I. Stamps (part of Y.I. Club): Formerly Kids Into 
Discipleship and Stewardship (K.I.D.S.) Stamp 
program. The Y.I. Stamp Program provides 
schools and congregations the opportunity to 
teach stewardship concepts and families can have 
fun adding to a child’s investment, a stamp at a 
time. Purchased stamps serve as credit to an LCEF 
investment. The $1 stamps are added to the special 
Y.I. stamp sheet, and then mailed to LCEF to start or 
add funds to the child’s Y.I. StewardAccount. 

19.700:
LCEF’s Signature Sponsorship 
Series
This cooperative funding program empowers 
congregations, schools and other LCMS ministries to 
more effectively share their story and increase visibility 
within their communities. Sponsorships are available to 
help defray the expenses of communication tools such 
as indoor and outdoor signs, scoreboards, audio-visual 
equipment, print materials and website design.
 For more information, call 800-843-5233 or visit  
lcef.org/sponsorship.
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19.800: 
District Church Extension 
Fund Contacts

District Name Church Extension Contact Numbers                                    
Atlantic Peter Labenberg Phone (914) 337-5700, Ext. 3
 171 White Plains Road Fax (914) 337-7471
 Bronxville, NY 10708 peter.labenberg@lcef.org

California-Nevada-Hawaii Bill Swift Phone (866) 452-6739
 2772 Constitution Drive, Ste. B Fax (925) 245-1108
 Livermore, CA 94551-7566 bill.swift@lcef.org

Central Illinois David Rohe Phone (217) 793-1802
 1850 N. Grand Ave. W. Fax (217) 793-9454
 Springfield, IL 62702-1626 drohe@cidlcms.org

Eastern Richard Porter Phone (716) 634-5111, Ext. 11
 5111 Main St. Fax (716) 634-5452
 Williamsville, NY 14221-5295 rick.porter@lcef.org

English David Thiele Phone (517) 980-2857
 1381 Fox Haven Trail david.thiele@lcef.org
 Eaton Rapids, MI 48827-8238 

Florida-Georgia Daniel Reichard Phone (877) 457-5556, Ext. 4
 5850 T.G. Lee Blvd., Suite 500 Fax (407) 857-5665
 Orlando, FL 32822 daniel.reichard@lcef.org

Indiana Steven Strauch Phone (800) 873-1145, Ext. 214 
 1145 S. Barr St. Phone  (765) 464-4579 
 Fort Wayne, IN 46802 steve.strauch@lcef.org

Iowa East Carole White Phone (515) 240-2229
 409 Kenyon Road, Suite B carole.white@lcef.org
 Fort Dodge, IA 50501 

Iowa West Carole White Phone (515) 240-2229
 409 Kenyon Road, Suite B carole.white@lcef.org
 Fort Dodge, IA 50501  

Kansas Jeff Maltz Phone (785)357-4441, Ext. 118
 1000 SW 10th Ave. Fax (785)357-5071
 Topeka, KS 66604 jeffrey.maltz@lcef.org

Michigan Ronald Steinke Phone (800) 242-3944
 3773 Geddes Road Fax (734) 332-7811
 Ann Arbor, MI 48105 ron.steinke@mi-cef.org

Mid-South Paul Reaves Phone (901) 373-1343, Ext. 106
 1675 Wynne Road Fax (901) 373-4826
 Cordova, TN 38016 paul.reaves@lcef.org

Minnesota North George Miller Phone (218) 829-1781, Ext. 107
 P.O. Box 604 Fax (218) 829-0037
 Brainerd, MN 56401 george.miller@lcef.org
 UPS/FED EX:
 7264 Fairview Road
 Baxter, MN 56425
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Minnesota South Kurt Fuhr Phone (952) 223-2163
 14301 Grand Ave. S. Fax (952) 435-2581
 Burnsville, MN 55306 kurt.fuhr@lcef.org

Missouri Dennis Klussman Phone (314) 590-6201
 660 Mason Ridge Center Drive Fax  (314) 590-6201 
 Suite 100 Dennis.Klussman@lcef.org
 St. Louis, MO 63141-8557 

Montana Jeffrey Snyder Phone (307) 265-9000
 2400 Hickory St. Fax (307) 234-6629
 Casper, WY 82604 jeffrey.snyder@lcef.org

Nebraska Nate Neier Phone (402) 643-2961
 152 S. Columbia, Box 407 Fax (402) 643-2990
 Seward, NE 68434 nate.neier@lcef.org

New England Rev. Ingo Dutzmann Church (617) 501-2324
 24 Laneway St. District (413) 783-0131
 Taunton, MA 02780 ingo.dutzmann@lcef.org 

New Jersey Richard Porter Phone (716) 634-5111, Ext. 11
 511 Main St. Fax (716) 634-5452
 Williamsville, NY 14221-5295 rick.porter@lcef.org

North Dakota William L. Sharpe Phone (701) 293-9001
 Box 9029 Fax (701) 293-9022
 Fargo, ND 58106-9029 william.sharpe@lcef.org
 UPS/FED EX:
 2601 23rd Ave. SW
 Fargo, ND 58103

North Wisconsin Dennis Johnson Phone (715) 845-8241
 3103 Seymour Lane Fax (715) 845-3836
 Wausau, WI 54401 dennis.johnson@lcef.org 

Northern Illinois Vanda Toner Phone (708) 233-3117
 2301 S. Wolf Rd. Fax (708) 449-3026
 Hillside, IL 60162 vanda.toner@lcef.org

Northwest Susan Olson Phone (888) 693-5267
 1700 NE Knott St. Fax (503) 284-2785
 Portland, OR 97212 susan.olson@lcef.org

Ohio David Bowers Phone (800) 901-2297, Ext. 22
 P.O. Box 38277 Fax (440) 235-1970
 Olmsted Falls, OH 44138 bowersd@oh.lcms.org

Oklahoma Jeff Maltz Phone (785) 357-4441, Ext. 118
 1000 SW 10th Ave. Fax (785) 357-5071
 Topeka, KS 66604 jeffrey.maltz@lcef.org

Pacific Southwest Gary Spencer Phone (949) 854-3232, Ext. 217
 1540 Concordia E. Fax (949) 854-8140
 Irvine, CA 92612-3203 gary.spencer@lcef.org
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Rocky Mountain Kevin Grein Phone (303) 695-8001, Ext. 17
 15201 CR2 Fax (303) 695-4047
 Brighton, CO 80603 kevin.grein@lcef.org

SELC Mike Mueller Mobile (407) 402-6323
 1705 EE Williamson Rd.       (407) 365-4731
 Longwood, FL 32779 mike.mueller@lcef.org

South Dakota Randy Gayken Phone (605) 361-1514
 P.O. Box 89110 Fax (605) 361-7959
 Sioux Falls, SD 57109-9110 rgayken@midco.net
 UPS/FED EX:
 3501 Gateway Blvd.
 Sioux Falls, SD 57106

South Wisconsin Diana Raasch Phone (414) 464-8100, Ext. 25
 8100 W. Capitol Drive Phone (414) 931-1254
 Milwaukee, WI 53222 Fax (414) 464-0602 
  diana.raasch@lcef.org

Southeastern Stephen Heemann Phone (703) 971-9371, Ext. 211
 6315 Grovedale Drive  Fax (703) 922-6047
 Alexandria, VA 22310-0415 stephen.heemann@lcef.org

Southern Stephen Linck Phone (504) 282-2633
 101 Mission Drive, Suite 100 Fax (985) 377-0013
 Slidell, LA 70460-5221 director@southerncef.org

Southern Illinois Dennis Klussman Phone (618) 444-7771
 2408 Lebanon Ave. Fax (618) 234-4830
 Belleville, IL 62221 Dennis.Klussman@lcef.org

Texas Stephen Block Phone (888) 951-1233
 7900 East Hwy. 290 Fax (512) 928-9365
 Austin, TX 78724-2499 block@texascef.org

Wyoming Jeffrey Snyder Phone (307) 265-9000
 2400 Hickory St. Fax (307) 234-6629
 Casper, WY 82604 jeffrey.snyder@lcef.org


