Newsletter Article April 2011
In April the season of Lent ends and the season of Easter begins.   Lent is a time for repentance and reflection.  During Lent we have a lengthy opportunity to take a careful look at ourselves and realize that way too often we fall short of our Lord’s expectations.  We do what we should not be doing and we fail to do what we should be doing.  This is true also for us as stewards.  Rather than being generous in our use of time, talents and money we often selfishly use our lives and resources for ourselves rather than for God’s purposes.  God blesses us with all of life and life’s resources so that we might be a blessing to others.  Our old sin natures urge us to use all these things first for ourselves and then, if there is something left over, for others and God’s purposes.

We recognize with St. Paul that “it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.”  (1 Corinthians 4:2)  We have been entrusted with all of life and life’s resources (all owned by God) with the expectation that we will use them wisely and well.  Way too often we fail to do what God expects.  The good news is that when on Good Friday Jesus said “It is finished” He meant that with His holy life and sacrificial death He paid the full price our sins and guilt.  So, when our past failures as God’s stewards bother us, we can take those sins and shortcomings to our Lord in prayer, repent of them and receive the assurance that we are made right with God through the sacrifice of Jesus.  Forgiveness is the best way to handle our past failures!
Easter brings us a breath of fresh air filled with joy and hope!  As St. Paul wrote:  “He [Jesus] was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.”  (Romans 4:25)  That truth makes us into Easter people—people filled with joy and hope!  Our memory of past shortcomings makes us feel guilty and ashamed.  Easter replaces our failures and makes us into people of hope and hope is stronger than memory because “Hope in Christ does not disappoint us because God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom He has given us.” (Romans 5:5)
On Easter we greet each other by saying that Jesus Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Because of Christ’s Easter victory we have the sure hope that we are redeemed stewards who, in cooperation with and encouragement from our fellow redeemed stewards, freely and joyfully manage all of life and life’s resources for God’s purposes.

Dear fellow stewards, a happy Easter to you all!
