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PRAY FOR US CALENDAR – MARCH 2012
 "Prayer Needs for Missionaries, Staff, Partner Churches and LCMS International Ministry around the World"

____________________________________________

Missionary and personnel prayer cards may be downloaded from the 

LCMS website at www.lcms.org/prayercards. 

The Prayer Calendar is also available for 
Download in Microsoft Word and Adobe PDF format:

http://www.lcms.org/prayforus
Nigeria – March 1-31
Nigeria was the first mission field for the LCMS in Africa. The first missionaries arrived in 1936 to serve among the rural Ibesikpo clan. Currently, the LCMS works with the Lutheran Church of Nigeria, a partner church with more than 80,000 members.
Remember the Lord’s work in Nigeria as you pray:

1. for the Rev. Christian Ekong and the Rev. Rufus Iwuoha, who serve as president and vice president, respectively, of the LCN. May God bless them and their families as they serve in leading the church with faithfulness to God's Word and commitment to reaching the lost.
2. for the 14 senior pastors that were appointed by the LCN in 2011 to serve as bishops in 14 zones. May God enable these bishops to give greater care and guidance to their pastors and congregations as well as to give evangelism greater focus within their zones.
3. with praise and thanksgiving for the Rev. Samuel Essien and family, who just returned from serving 10 years as Nigerian missionaries to The Gambia. May God bless the church in The Gambia as well as the Essien family as they adjust to life and ministry in Nigeria.  
4. for the three Lutheran high schools operated by the LCN. These schools enroll hundreds of students. May God provide the logistics to run quality schools, but more importantly, may God’s Word be brought into the lives of many children and their families through these schools.
5. for LCMS missionaries Rev. David and Joyce Erber. David works with the national church leaders, and seminaries as he coordinates LCMS International work in The Gambia, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria and Sierra Leone. Joyce assists David and reaches out to local women through Bible-centered literacy work.
6. with praises to God for congregations forming in new communities. The Lutheran Church of Nigeria officially recognized eight new congregations in 2011. The church seeks to increase the number of new congregations started in 2012, so that more believers and seekers may gather around Word and Sacrament.
7. for Rev. Obot and Abasifreke Ite, who serve as Nigerian missionaries to Jamaica. May the Lord guide the Ite's work to reach out to the Jamaican people and to raise leaders for the church in Jamaica.
8. for LCMS missionaries Ivan and Jennifer Rasch. Ivan assists short-term teams to travel and serve in the English-speaking countries of West Africa. Jennifer teaches middle school and high school music at Hillcrest school in Jos.
9. for Rev. Chuck and Karen Tessaro, who serve in Nigeria with Lutheran Bible Translators. Chuck trains and coordinates Bible translation teams in some of Nigeria’s 515 languages. Karen works with the Sunday School and other children’s programs at the local congregation.
10. for the Lutheran Malaria Initiative, which has identified Nigeria as a primary area for helping people fight this deadly disease. The LCN seeks to use this opportunity to tell people, “We care about you because God cares about all of us; let us tell you what He did for us through His Son!” May God bless this great work.
11. that God would bless efforts, spearheaded by the LCN, to produce audio-visual and printed versions of the Gospel of Luke in six languages of Cross River State.
12. for the Master of Arts in Christian Outreach (MACO) degree program that is being offered in Nigeria through Concordia University, St. Paul, Minn. Pray that the Lord guides the students as they write their final theses on various evangelism outreach problems that they face in their ministry contexts.
13. that God would guide MACO student Rev. Peter Eyoumoh as he studies how the new Lutheran High School in Uquo Town can be used to reach non-Christians. Since Uquo Town has never had a high school, this has created an open door for the Gospel to be proclaimed.
14. for God's guidance upon MACO student Rev. Joseph Abang as he studies how to overcome the barriers that prevent Lutheran congregations in the Western Boki and Mbube language areas of Nigeria from carrying the Gospel to new communities.  
15. for the work that the LCN Men’s Fellowship does to strengthen the faith and Christian life of its men members. May God guide and bless the men's fellowship of each congregation of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria.  
16. for the LCN's Ministers Wives' Association. This group encourages the pastors’ wives as they support their husbands in ministry and give aid to retired pastors, widows and their children, who often struggle to meet basic living needs.   
17. for the youth of the Lutheran churches in Nigeria. Many youth are leaving the Lutheran church for Pentecostal churches that promise success and prosperity rather than pointing people to the Savior.
18. for LCMS missionary children who have grown up in Nigeria and are in or are preparing for college in the United States: Jonathan Erber at Concordia University, St. Paul, Minn., Naomi Erber and Heather and Timothy Rasch at Hillcrest High School, Jos, Nigeria.
19. With thanksgiving for the 75 years that God has guided and protected the LCN (1936-2011). The LCN celebrated its 75th anniversary in September 2011.
20. for God's guidance upon MACO student Rev. Sunday Otuno, as he studies how basic evangelism training and experience can increase the evangelism activity of the pastors in the Uyo Zone of the LCN.  
21. for the pastors and members of the LCN as they seek to proclaim God's love and salvation in a populated nation (half the population of the U.S.), diverse cultural groups (515 language groups) and tens of millions of Muslims.  
22. for the LCN’s investigation of establishing a Lutheran university. Pray that God guides and directs the church regarding this possibility, which sprung from a desire to make a greater connection with young people.
23. that the Lord would guide MACO student Elder Ikang as he studies how to move the Lutheran Church in Calabar, Nigeria from being a congregation of only Ibibio-speaking people to a congregation that reaches out to people of all the local language groups.  
24. for the instructors and students at the Lutheran seminary in Nigeria. Sixty students are enrolled in the (junior) 'evangelist' and (senior) 'pastoral' programs. May the Lord of the harvest continue to raise up faithful workers for serving the faithful and reaching the lost!
25. that God would guide MACO student Rev. Paul Thomas as he studies how to equip parents of the Obio Offot district of the LCN to perform their role in training their children in the Christian faith.  
26. for translation of God’s Word into local languages. Currently, there are Old Testament translation projects in the Yala, Kukele and Gokana languages. May God bless these efforts to spread His Word.
27. for the two LCN pastors who are currently undergoing advanced training to enable them to participate on all levels of the Bible Translation process. Pray for Rev. Kierien Ekpang and Rev. Linus Otronyi as they are being further equipped for this ministry.
28. for the many Lutheran congregations in Nigeria who are being influenced by Pentecostalism and the prosperity Gospel. Dr. Nelson Unwene has just published a book titled, “Understanding Lutheranism through Her Augsburg Confession.” May God bless the teaching of his Word in this effort to address the challenges of Pentecostalism.
29. for God's guidance for MACO student, Rev. Sylvanus Willie, as he studies how to encourage women, who are quite active in the Rivers Zone of the LCN, to also effectively share their faith with others outside the Christian faith.   
30. for the Women's Fellowship of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria as it helps the women members in their daily Bible study, faith and lives as Christians. May God bless these women so that they are a witness to their families and community of God's love in His Son, Jesus.  
31. for the more than 30 million Yoruba people in western Nigeria. The LCN seeks to reach out to this large group of people. Pray that God raises up workers for this harvest field.

INVOLVEMENT IDEAS

· Download the prayer cards of missionary families serving in Nigeria. Visit www.lcms.org/prayercards to search for them by last name. 
· Visit www.lcms.org/nigeria to learn more about LCMS witness and mercy work in Nigeria.

· Visit www.lcms.org/nigeria and click on “mission projects” to read about projects that need financial support in Nigeria and to give a secure gift online.
Missionary & Personnel Birthdays in March:

Mar. 1

Bruce Wall, Peru

Mar. 5

Joel Klammer, Asia

Mar. 13
Kay Lindsay, Asia

Mar. 16
John Mehl, Asia; Shauna Strohschein, Asia


Mar. 29
Anna Hu, Asia

Mar. 31
Amanda Groshek, Taiwan; Anton Lutz, Papua New Guinea


Military chaplains with birthdays in March:

Chaplain Pon Chanthaphon, Lemoore, Calif.; Chaplain Robert Crossan, Camp Pendleton, Calif.; Chaplain Eric Ebb, Camp Atterbury, Ind.; Chaplain John Elser, Amarillo, Texas; Chaplain Steven Hokana, Fort Sam Houston, Texas; Chaplain Craig Muehler, Washington, D.C.; Chaplain David Schiling, Camp Pendleton, Calif.; Chaplain Michael Sneath, Norfolk, Va.; Chaplain Mark Steiner, Washington, D.C.
