Prayer of the Church

Fourth Sunday in Advent

23 December A+D 2012

P 
Let us come before the throne of God’s grace and present our petitions with confidence in the Spirit through our Lord Jesus to His heavenly Father, for He is kind and full of compassion. 

P
Faithful Father, in the fullness of time You sent Your Son into the womb of the Blessed Virgin that there might finally be a Man who fully did Your will and so bring all people back to You.  Give Your baptized people grace to welcome their Savior’s birth with songs of joy and shouts of deliverance, for He is truly our Emmanuel. Lord, in Your mercy,
C
hear our prayer.
P
As Mary heard, believed and treasured the Words spoken by the angel, so grant to all pastors, deaconesses, teachers and other servants of Your Church a love for Your Word and a fervent desire to proclaim its promises. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C
hear our prayer.
P
Ruler of Israel, Ancient of Days, to you we commend our government, all who hold offices of public trust, and all in our armed forces, especially those in these days serving far from home and loved ones. Strengthen and uphold them in honor, protect them from evil and guide them in paths that are pleasing to You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C
hear our prayer.
P
O King whose mercy is on all who fear Him from generation to generation, in the days ahead many will come to Your services who do not make a regular use of Your means of grace. Touch their hearts, renew their minds and stir up in them a hunger for You and Your good gifts that they may return often to Your house and feast on Your bounty with all Your faithful. Lord, in Your mercy,

C
hear our prayer.
P
Father, You sent Your Son into the flesh to be our Good Shepherd and the very gift of peace. We beg that peace for all who are sad in these days, for the grieving and lonely, the forgotten and homeless, the refugee and the imprisoned, the widows and the orphans, the poor and the needy and all who cry out for healing and mercy upon their broken lives [especially_______________]. Lord, in Your mercy,

C
hear our prayer.
P
God our Savior, You gave Your Son to be the Bread of Life, born for us in Bethlehem, the House of Bread.  Grant all your children who commune this day both repentance for their sin and faith in Your unfailing mercy, that they might receive the body and blood of their Savior in a worthy manner and to their abundant blessing. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C
hear our prayer.

P
O God our Father, by the offering of Your Son’s body, once and for all, You have sanctified Your people and freed them from destruction and promised to raise them from the grave. Receive our praise this day for Mary, Elizabeth, Zechariah, Joseph and all your faithful ones who have trusted in Your promises and fallen asleep in Your friendship. Give us grace to walk before You with faith like theirs and bring us at last with them to the joyous light of Your heavenly Kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C
hear our prayer.

P
These things and whatever else You know us to need, most Holy Father, grant us for the sake of Him who is Emmanuel, the God who is with us, and who now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C
Amen.
