Stewardship Bulletin Sentences January 2013

Rev. H. R. Curtis

One Year Series

January 6 (Epiphany)
Matthew 2:11  “Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.” The joyful Christian response to God's love is always to bring gifts to Him. Of course, He doesn't need these gifts, just as Jesus didn't need the gifts of the Wise Men. Everything is His; He can never be in our debt. But the gifts are the confession, the living faith, of the Wise Men. With their gold, frankincense, and myrrh they confess that Jesus is the King who has come at last to save us. Our gifts to the Lord also confess our faith in Him: Oh, come, let us adore Him!

January 13 (Baptism of Our Lord)

 Luke 3:22  “And the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, 'You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.'” Jesus has come to do everything that we could not do. God had called Adam and all humanity to be his sons. But we failed. We put ourselves first. Now Jesus has come to be the true Son, to stand in our place and live as the Son of God, and also pay our debt by dying as the Son of God. Through Jesus, we are now adopted as sons. This is why we give generously and do any good work: because we are called to be sons of God by faith in the Son of God.
January 20 (Transfiguration)
Psalm 84:4  “Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise!” We are indeed blessed when we come to the House of the Lord to receive his gifts and praise his name. What Peter, James, and John glimpsed at the Transfiguration, we also glimpse in the Divine Service: heaven on earth, the Lord Jesus miraculously, gloriously present with us. Our thanksgiving for this gift flows over into our entire life of worship, including our stewardship.
January 27 (Septuagesima)
Matthew 20:15-16  “'Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?'  So the last will be first, and the first last.” The Lord is generous to His people – but to each of His people in different ways. This is why the Bible calls on us to give in proportion to the way the Lord has blessed us. How has the Lord blessed you?
Three Year Series

January 6 (Epiphany)
Matthew 2:11  “Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.” The joyful Christian response to God's love is always to bring gifts to Him. Of course, He doesn't need these gifts, just as Jesus didn't need the gifts of the Wise Men. Everything is His; He can never be in our debt. But the gifts are the confession, the living faith, of the Wise Men. With their gold, frankincense, and myrrh they confess that Jesus is the King who has come at last to save us. Our gifts to the Lord also confess our faith in Him: Oh, come, let us adore Him!

January 13 (Baptism of Our Lord)

 Luke 3:22  “And the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, 'You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.'” Jesus has come to do everything that we could not do. God had called Adam and all humanity to be his sons. But we failed. We put ourselves first. Now Jesus has come to be the true Son, to stand in our place and live as the Son of God, and also pay our debt by dying as the Son of God. Through Jesus, we are now adopted as sons. This is why we give generously and do any good work: because we are called to be sons of God by faith in the Son of God.

January 20 (Epiphany 2)
John 2:5  “His mother said to the servants, 'Do whatever he tells you.'” Mary is the first to believe in Jesus, she is the shining example of humble faith and in John's Revelation she is even used as a sort of picture of the Church. Here in John's Gospel she speaks with the voice of faith: Do whatever He tells you. That is how faith looks at things. No matter what I think might be right, I am going to trust my Father in heaven and do whatever He tells me. He will never tell me to do something that is to my harm.

January 27 (Epiphany 3)
Luke 4:28-29  “When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath.  29 And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff.” Just like that the people in Jesus' hometown go from listening to His sermons with wonder to trying to toss him off a cliff! What changed? He showed them their sin and told them to repent. But they loved their pride too much to give up and repent. God's call to faithful stewardship is also a call to repentance for us, a hard teaching – but in letting go of greed and fear we will find many blessings. 

Epiphany 4 (Feb 3)
Luke 4:41  “And demons also came out of many, crying, 'You are the Son of God!'” The demons know who Jesus is, but it does them no good. They know who He is, but they do not trust in Him, they have no faith. So also, all our knowledge of the things of God is worth nothing if we do not actually believe the Word of God. And how can we say we believe the Word of God if we do not act in accordance with it?  Faith leads to action; trust in God leads to generosity, for we love and give because He first loved us and gave us His Son.
