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G

arden of Hope Home in Villa Elisa,
Paraguay, provides for the unique needs
of children with HIV/AIDS. Most have lost at
least one parent to the disease and are brought
to the home through the court system or by
parents unable to care for their child’s worsening condition.
“The care and love that the children receive
there is making a real difference; many of them
keep a stable health condition once they spend
some time at the home and receive constant
care,” said Olga Groh, director of project management in Latin America and the Caribbean
with LCMS World Relief and Human Care
and LCMS World Mission. Groh has visited
the home on several occasions.
Garden of Hope provides for more than
just physical needs. “The work with these
children and also with other people infected
and affected by HIV/AIDS is an extremely
urgent opportunity to proclaim the message
of salvation in Christ Jesus,” wrote Rev. Alceu
Figur, pastor of nearby Cristo Rey (Christ the
King) Lutheran Church and an active Garden
of Hope board member.
Cristo Rey strongly supports Garden of
Hope. Members volunteer and make donations
to cover salaries, food, and medication. Dcs.
Graciela Rosin de Figur serves as educational
psychologist, and Dcs. Jennifer Bolognini of
Concordia University, Chicago, served an
internship in the area, working at the home
twice a week.
The home has operated in rented or lent
facilities. Last summer, two walls of the building collapsed, one due to heavy rains, and the
home was flooded more than once. “. . . the
stability of the house was very weak . . .,” wrote
Rev. Figur. “The rains and cold weather were
affecting their [the children’s] health.”

Already planning to build a new structure,
Garden of Hope Home had purchased property and begun legal paperwork to establish
an HIV/AIDS children’s agency. Much of
the finances needed to begin the first phase
of construction — building a new 445 square
foot, $57,200 (U.S.) home — had been collected. This included $14,000 from the local
community and City Hall officials waived construction permit fees and taxes. But the board
found themselves $24,000 short to complete
the first phase.
In December, LCMS World Relief and
Human Care (WR-HC) awarded a $24,752
development grant to Garden of Hope, allowing the board to pay the contractor, finish
bathroom facilities, adapt a kitchen, and begin
moving children into the new home. In its
old, rented building, Garden of Hope was able
to care for 15 children and adolescents. Now
there is space for 25.
“The economic contribution of LCMS
WR-HC … has been an important testimony
in the knowledge that the Lutheran church
is worried about the needy ones,” wrote Rev.
Figur. “The children of Garden of Hope have
benefited with an ampler place to recreate and
to live.”
“ … we are thankful to God for allowing the
existence of this organization [WR-HC] that
helps people in need, and for having blessed
and directed this financial assistance,” wrote
the Asociacion Hogar de Jardin de Esperanza
(Association Home of Garden of Hope). “We
pray that our good God will continue to bless
and guide you in this very urgent task of helping people in need worldwide.”
Garden of Hope will construct a second
building and hopes to increase ambulatory care
– medicine, food, follow-up medical care, and

Give God Glory…
… for students at Unity Lutheran Christian
Elementary School in East St. Louis, Ill., for
their hearts for Haiti earthquake relief efforts.
“When the earthquake in Haiti hit, our students immediately responded with a desire to
help. From that day until Easter, the students
brought their daily “Belong To Jesus” offerings, laid them on
God’s altar, and prayed that He would use them to help the people of Haiti,” wrote Unity’s
principal, Paul Miller.
Altogether, the students raised $832 to assist people in Haiti who were affected by the January 7.0 earthquake. Thank you, Unity students!

How Your Gifts Support LCMS World Relief and Human Care
You can help make projects like these possible with your continuing or new gifts to “Where
Needed Most.” Please use the envelope provided in this issue to send your gift to help LCMS
World Relief and Human Care continue to reach out with Christ’s mercy around the world.
(Note: Thanks to your generous gifts, this publication may occasionally feature projects that
have been fully funded.)

agement in Latin
Olga Groh, director of project man
s a child at Garden
America and the Caribbean, embrace
y. With a grant from
of Hope Home in Villa Elisa, Paragua
e, Garden of Hope
LCMS World Relief and Human Car
a new home for
completed the first phase of building
S.
children who suffer from HIV/AID

emotional and spiritual support – to adults and
children living outside of the home. For more
information about Garden of Hope, visit the
blog: http://gardenofhopehome.blogspot.com.
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Lutheran Men’s Shelter Offers Hope and a
Future in Cleveland
By Abigail Genig

T

he men’s emergency shelter at 2100 Lakeside Avenue in Cleveland, Ohio, offers
hope, emergency shelter, support services, and
solutions to homeless men in transition or
crisis. Run by Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry,
the shelter serves 350 men per night and offers
meals and clothing to 1,100 men each month.
The shelter, the largest in Ohio, seeks to help
these men regain self-sufficiency, employment,
and permanent housing and reconnect them
with their community.
With help from a LCMS World Relief and
Human Care (WR-HC) domestic grant, the
shelter now has a volunteer coordinator program to recruit, coordinate, and enhance the
volunteer experience at the shelter. As a result,
the number of ongoing volunteers at the shelter
has more than doubled and more volunteers,
many from LCMS churches, have put their
faith into action.
The shelter relies on volunteers to provide
authentic interaction as well as the basic services needed by the residents. Volunteers help
mentor shelter residents and offer support after
the residents leave. Volunteers also prepare
and serve meals and provide educational and
recreational opportunities, such as training in
computer skills, employment workshops, and
gardening.
“[The shelter], a place so supposedly dismal,
is where I had the opportunity to garden and
do murals. I learned about vegetable gardens –
even tomatillos! I had the chance to watch this
mural go from blank wall to beauty. This shelter
conveyed to me how good knowledge can be,”
said Lynn Anderson, a shelter resident.
As part of the volunteer recruitment and
advocacy effort partially funded by WR-HC,
the shelter recently established the Portraits of
Homelessness gallery, featuring 40 photographs

and stories of shelter residents, in an effort to
put a human face on homelessness.
The shelter’s volunteer program serves the
neediest of God’s children in the community by
promoting greater understanding of the causes
of homelessness and providing ways to help
those who are oppressed, forgotten, and hurting.
To learn more, visit the Lutheran Metropolitan
Ministry website at www.lutheranmetro.org.
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A Decade of Accomplishments, Challenges, Joys
After preaching in New Orleans last August on the fourth anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, I spoke with a man
who told me about losing his wife and his home. He hesitated and then, crying, said, “Pastor, despite everything, I
look at this as a blessing. There has been so much love.”
I understood. WR-HC has seen firsthand God’s mercy at work in the hearts and lives of survivors of 9/11, the
Asian tsunami, Hurricane Katrina, the Haiti earthquake, and so many other disasters in the last 10 years.
Serving at this ministry helm has been a blessed endeavor. The generosity of you, our LCMS members, congregations, and partners, has encouraged and amazed us! Donors have given more than $125 million in gifts during this
decade to enable WR-HC to reach out with mercy and compassion to people in need, motivated by Christ’s love.
Those supporters include so many who have given so generously to Haiti earthquake relief, contributing more
than $5 million to provide urgently needed food, medical care, and more to reach out with Christ’s mercy. Just a
sampling of those donors includes:
• The Monroe, Mich., Lutheran Laymen’s League Zone Rally sent $275 and their blessings for LCMS relief
work in Haiti.
• JAM Kidz of Faith Lutheran Church in Bentonville, Ark., hosted a Valentine’s Day banquet called “Hearts For Haiti” and raised $406 for
Haiti earthquake relief. “Our prayers will continue to be with your office and those throughout the world who serve as the loving hands and
hearts of Jesus,” wrote Mary Henry, who leads the children’s ministry.
Over the past 10 years, WR-HC provided more than $27.3 million to pan-Lutheran organizations (Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran
Services in America, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, and Lutheran Disaster Response).
Even during the recent economic downturn, WR-HC managed to operate well in the black. As I write this, our financial situation is frankly outstanding, thanks to difficult cost-saving decisions made by our ministry and, of course, to our faithful supporters.
With deep thankfulness, I remain convinced “Mercy is the key to moving boldly and confidently into the future with
courage in the Gospel – a confidence and courage based on conviction” (Christ Have Mercy: How to Put Your Faith in
Action, Concordia Publishing House).
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