For Immediate Release
Dr. J. Samuel’s remarks and blessing at the installation of
LCMS President Matthew C. Harrison

ST. LOUIS, Sept. 11, 2010—Dr. J. Samuel, president of the India Evangelical Lutheran Church,
gave the following remarks and blessing at The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod‟s “Service of
Installation” for President Matthew C. Harrison held at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis:
“Dear Friends,
“It is an honor and privilege for me to bring the word of blessings on behalf of the
Missions. I am extremely happy to tell that IELC- India Evangelical Lutheran Church is the first
fruit of LCMS mission work.
“During the year 1885, Rev. Theodore Naether landed in India and started mission work.
He served for only four years and died because of plague. Plague is an epidemic disease. One
day he called all the believers. He ordered a coffin box. He advised the believers not to touch
him. He was playing a violin and he played a hymn. Afterwards, he laid down (himself) in the
coffin box and died after two hours. Because of his sacrifice, today there are 100,000 believers
existing in India Evangelical Lutheran Church. In the same way, on behalf of all the mission
work (of LCMS), I extend my heartfelt thanks to each and every missionary and their sacrifice to
the Gospel.
“On behalf of India Evangelical Lutheran Church, I bring blessings. May the Lord of the
church shower his richest blessings upon each and every one. I strongly believe that this is the
time the Lord has given to us. The Lord‟s time is not early. The Lord‟s time is not late. The

Lord has given President Harrison the right time to proclaim the „Word‟ not only here, but to the
world. May the Lord bless him in his mission work.”
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Disclaimer: Text provided may differ slightly from the spoken words.

For more information or to schedule an interview, contact Vicki Biggs, Director, Public Affairs & Media Relations,
at 314- 996-1236 or by e-mail at Vicki.Biggs@lcms.org.

