The Bible and
Christian Citizenship

What does yo

The following Bible study e
was adopled by the Missouri
_ Symod’s Commission on
Theology and Church
Relations to introduce
what the Bible says about
Christian citizenship.
It also serves as back-
ground for the next
article, “Practi- _
cing What We .7
Preach. ;.,.' g3 3
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hat is a good Christian citizen
to do, especially in an elec-
tion year?

Many of the palitical issues that
face our nation today have strong moral
overtones. Yet, in America, our trea-
sured constitutional system ensures the
separation of church and state.

Should Christians leave their

g religious convictions out of public

debates? Or should they seek,
: as some Christian activists
%+ urge, to make America an
explicitly Christian state?

The Example
of Jesus

Jesus actually
faced similar ques-
tions. Read Matt.
t 22:15-22 Here Jesus
¢ Is confronted with a
ot “trick question™
i Would Jesus
side with
devout Jews
who insisted
that the messi-
ah must drive
the Ro-

RChristian faith have to do with being a good American citizen?

mans and create a godly government?
Or would He acknowledge the legitima-
cy of the pagan Roman government?

Jewish hopes seem to have
focused on a military messiah. How
might an Old Testament passage like
Ps. 2:3-0 feed such an expectation?

Jesus, of course, was the long-
promised messiah. Note how He was
hailed at His birth in Matt. 2:1-6, Luke
1:30-33, and Luke 2:10-14 and how He
was welcomed into Jerusalem in Matt,
21:1-9.

It might have seemed logical to
assume that Jesus, as a king in the family
of the great King David, would liberale
Jerusalem from her foreign enemies.
What does John 11:47-48 reveal about the
hopes and fears associated with Jesus?

Eventually, Jesus would be execut-
ed by the Romans as a political revolu-
tionary (Mark 15:26 records the posted
charge: treason), even though Pontius
Filate knew Jesus to be innocent (sec
Luke 22:13-14). Jesus didn't become
the political messiah that many Jews
seem to have expected. In fact, what
does the teaching of Jesus in Matt.
22:15-22 reveal about His attitude
toward the pagan Roman government?
(Also read Rom. 13:6-T.)

Jesus had, in effect, refuscd 1o
“Christianize” Palestine’s government—
in spite of widespread expectations that .
this was exactly what the Old Testament
said the messiah was Lo do. As a resull,
Jesus clearly disappointed many of the
religiously faithful who looked for the

" messiah o establish a godly earthly gov-

emnmment. How might this help explain
why the crowd chose to releasc
Barabbas, a bona fide political revalu-
tionary, instead of Jesus (Mark 16:6-11)7

It's not always easy to say “no” to
well-intentioned but confused Christians
wha insist on trying to create a Christian
government in America Even those who
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