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This article was written by Rev. Dan Flynn, associate
pastor of St. Luke Lutheran Church, Ann Arbor, Mich.,
for the December‘08/January ‘09 issue of Michigan In
Touch, a publication of the Michigan District.

n the spring, a member of St. Luke, Ann Arbor, came
Ito me with an idea. Cecilia Knox is a well established
potter and retired art teacher with a deep desire to
reach people for Christ, using ceramics as a means. As I lis-
tened, I became confident we could do something special
for the Ann Arbor Art Fair.
Cecilia’s idea was to produce more than 1,000 vases
that could be handed out to people, free of charge, with
a message of hope, “Holy to the Lord,” on them.
Zechariah 14:21 reads: “...every cooking pot in
Jerusalem and Judah will be set apart as Holy to the
Lord Almighty.” Cecilia’s pottery is set apart to
applaud the work of Christ in her life and she
wanted to share that joy with others.
So the journey began to produce vases. Cecilia
has a kiln to fire the vases as well as the means to
glaze them.
Church Extension Fund
(CEF) of the Michigan District
approved a grant request to pur-
chase the clay and the glazes
so we could focus on finding
volunteers and establish
a format to produce the
large number of vases.
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Cecilia’s studio was open during the weekday for families,
small groups, or individuals to participate in producing the
vases.

One hundred fifty people were involved in the
production and distribution of the vases. By the end of
July, 1,050 vases were ready.

St. Luke’s volunteers manned a booth in the non-profit
section of the Art Fair. A sign read, “Free Vases.” Frankly,
people didn’t know how to take “free.” I offered a woman a
vase, and she said she already belonged to a church. I said,
“It doesn’t matter. Enjoy the vase.” She resisted. There had
to be catch. I assured her there was no catch, just enjoy it.
As she took the vase she remarked that never before had she
heard of such a thing.

Inside each vase was placed a gospel statement that God
has no conditions on His love for us in Jesus Christ. The
vase reflected that free gift. A book mark was also placed
inside, with St. Luke’s Web site address for the recipient to
find out more about the church.

Not all people came to the booth and some even ran
from it! Others were curious and asked questions. Because
of the grant from CEF and the faithful heart of Cecilia,
connections were made—not only in the broader
community, but also among the volunteers.

People laughed, talked, and made vases for a cause that
is far bigger than any of us—the cause of sharing Jesus’ love
with the world.




Ten million and counting!

This article was written by Paula
Schlueter Ross and was posted
on the Reporter Web site in May.

The ‘Web-based “counter” that tracks
the number of times LCMS
Lutherans have shared their faith
with others as part of the Ablaze! move-
ment hit 10,006,997 shortly before the end
of April.

That figure includes some 310,000
additions from the Synod’s Southeastern
District, which has been recording Gospel-
sharing events for three years and last
month added them to the Ablaze! Web site.

Sally Hiller, who has been overseeing the
districtwide Ablaze! emphasis, says “people
are becoming more comfortable in seeing
and seizing the opportunities to share their
faith” and now the inidative is “beginning
to gain momentum” in the district.

“I rejoice and give thanks to God
because each day I am humbled to read
of the faith-sharing experiences of people
throughout the district,” Hiller adds.

She recalled one person who told her,
“Oh, I probably speak to someone about
Jesus 25 to 30 times a day. How do you
not?”

Still, the district is not easing up on
its Ablaze! emphasis. At its May 1-3
convention in Notfolk, Va., delegates
unanimously adopted a resolution to make
faith-sharing a districtwide priority for the
next triennium. The Southeastern District
wants to have reached 750,000 people
with the Gospel by its next convention in
2012—that’s 30 percent of its goal to reach
2.5 million by 2017.

With a little more than eight years left
until Ablaze! culminates on Oct. 31, 2017,
the movement is one-tenth of the way
toward its goal of reaching 100 million
people worldwide with the Gospel.

“I wish we were further along than
where we are right now, but I think that
we’re making a good start,” says Rev. Scott
Snow, director of national outreach for
LCMS World Mission.

At the same time, Snow said he believes

that many more
LCMS Lutherans are
sharing their faith with
others. Theyre just

P

not recording those
faith-sharing events
on the Ablaze! Web
site (www.lcms.org/
ablaze).

“Sometimes I think
folks have a tendency
to be unduly
modest about how
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to share faith, and
while we're not asking
people to be boastful
... we want them to
be bold about sharing
how they've shared
their faith because it helps others see how
that could be done, with whom it could be
done, where it could be done—and that’s a
great motivation and encouragement and a
great teaching opportunity for others.”

Faith-sharing ideas from the Ablaze! Web
site are copied by others “all the time,”
according to Snow.

“If we count and share the stories, then
others will say, “You know, I never thought
about sharing my faith in that setting,” like
with a hairdresser, or at the supermarket.”

One idea that’s “racing like wildfire” in
the Synod relates to praying before a meal
in a restaurant. Snow says you can tell the
server, “We're going to pray for our meal in
just a few minutes. Is there anything that
we can pray for you about?”

“That, in itself, is not what we’re count-
ing as a ‘critical event’ [sharing one’s faith
and giving the recipient an opportunity to
respond], but it can often, and does, many
times, lead to a faith-sharing opportunity.”

Snow says people have told him that,
many times, servers will come back and
offer other prayer needs, or will bring over
another server with a prayer request.

A couple from Metairie, La., write
about their restaurant experience on the

Ablaze! Web site. When they asked their
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Sharing one’s faith—even across a backyard fence—is what the
Synod’s Ablaze! initiative is all about. The Ablaze! Web site has
recorded more than 10 million faith-sharing events.

server for her prayer needs, she responded,
“Yes, I just got married yesterday!” So they
prayed for her. Later, she explained that her
husband was in jail, so the couple prayed
again, “that if he were innocent, he might
be released, and if not, that he might con-
fess his sin and be renewed in Christ.”

When they returned to the same
restaurant another day, the server seemed
happy to see them and thanked them for
their prayers. That day, they were able to
“talk about the love of Jesus and for her
and for her husband and how He forgives
sin.”

Says the couple: “We are reminded that
many times our paths cross people who are
going through difficult times, and in our
hurried lives we don’t even notice.”

Sharing stories such as this “helps to
embolden and encourage others to be
about the work the Lord calls us together
to do,” Snow says.

Pilgrim St. Paul Lutheran Church in
Lakewood, Ohio, is always on the lookout
for ways to encourage outreach,
according to Pastor Jim Herbolsheimer.
During worship services, members are
asked to fill out a “Gospel contacts” card
that records the number of times they have
shared their faith with others during the


http://www.lcms.org/ablaze
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past week. For about a year, the congrega-
tion would total up the contacts and put
that number of carnations on display in a
vase on the altar as a way to “keep before
our people weekly our responsibility to
share the Gospel,” said Herbolsheimer.

On the weeks when there were no
carnations, “it was a wake-up call to our
people,” according to the pastor.

The largest number of carnations—
115—followed the congregation’s “Cup
and a Prayer” initiative which offered
nearly 100 visitors to the church a free cup
of coffee and prayers for a need or concern
in their lives.

“We then attached the names of these
people to the carnations and asked our
people to take them home and pray for
these people for as long as the carnations
lasted,” Herbolsheimer said.

The 175-member congtegation is
continuing this year the “Cup and a
Prayer” events, as well as similar ones that
will offer free hot dogs, ice-cream cones,
and pizza with personal prayer. Since
September 2007, Pilgrim St. Paul has
logged 826 contacts.

Snow says that resources
designed to help individuals,
congregations, and schools reach
out to others in faith are available
on the Ablaze! Web site (at www.
lems.org/214747). Listed are a
number of “Personal Evangelism
Tools” such as John 3:16 coins,
Ablaze! bracelets, and a pocket-
sized New Testament. Schools can
choose from a variety of “Ablaze!
Idea-Starters” for students such as
pencils, magnets, bookmarks, and
bracelets. And there are a number
of materials, workshops, and
outreach ideas for congregations
and districts, as well.

To reach 100 million people
with the Gospel, “we have a long
way to go,” he said. “But, by God’s
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Carnations on the altar at Pilgrim St. Paul Lutheran
Church in Lakewood, Ohio, representing the number
of times members have shared their faith the
previous week.

change the hearts and lives of those with

grace, we will accomplish what God wants ~ whom we share it. That’s the opportunity

us to accomplish.
“We know that He wants people to

and privilege which He sets before us!”

(Reporter is the official newspaper

come to saving faith in Christ and that of the LCMS. For the online version,

He PrOmiSCS to WOl'k through His Word. go to Www'lcms_org/reporter-)
So the more faithfully and frequently we

share the Word, the more He will use

LCMS World Mission Evangelism Resources

To order: www.cph.org

Welcome to Our Church

This tract lists 10 helpful ideas for people when they visit a
church. It is an encouragement from the church to the visitor to
know that they are welcome to join and participate in activities
and worship of the church.

Price: $4.99/pack of 25 * Itemi# S01630

Mission Friends Pencils
Pencils that read “I'm a little missionary!” are available in red and gold.
Price: $6/box of 25 * To order: Call 1-800-254-9495
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Audio Bible available in
multiple languages

There is a free audio
Bible download available
on the Ablaze! Web site
at www.lcms.org/ablaze
as part of the Ablaze!
Bible Listening
Project, which is
possible through
a strong part-
nership with
Hosanna/
Faith Comes
By Hearing.

You can also
go directly to
www.lcmsbibledownload.com to download an
audio Bible in one of 311 languages! The first
download is completely free. For subsequent
downloads, you just have to provide some basic
information.
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Car Care Connection

CoNTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

children in St. Peter School.

Cate says this is an important service to
offer, as car maintenance is often one of the
things that falls by the wayside for those
struggling financially.

“We are hoping to stretch their dollar a
lictle bit by offering this service,” he says.
“And if we identify something in an oil
change and inspection, and find it in the
catly stages before it becomes a $1,000 bill,
that also helps them in the long run.” An
arrangement has been made with a local
mechanic to offer Car Care Connection
clients a discount on such repairs.

Car Care Connection is open once a
month in the auto shop facilities of Rolling
Meadows High School. That relationship
came to be after a shop teacher from that
school, who has a daughter in St. Peter’s
early childhood program, approached Cate
with the same idea.

Car Care Connection had its first official

Pastor Bill Cate helped start Car Care
Connection out of his own small group
interest.

service day in late January, and while only
two women took advantage of the service,
the program has since grown.

“Word of mouth is working,” he says. “I
have a volunteer and his wife who are tak-
ing care of organizing and publicity.”

Cate adds that the group did more than
change the oil in two cars that Saturday.
“We met for 10 to 15 minutes beforehand
and had a brief devotion, shared a time of
prayer, and then we got to work,” he says.
“When we had down time between clients,
we messed around with each others’ cars.

VBS outreach in Texas

This article appeared in the
December 2008 issue of
Texas Messenger, the
newsletter of the

Texas District.

Bibles for
On the

Some great teamwork took
place between Bethel Lutheran
Church, Dallas, and the Nelson
Center, Denton, last summer.

For an outreach emphasis,
the Bethel vacation Bible school
students and VBS music campers
chose to support the children at

Store.

Chase, volunteer coordinator of
the Nelson Center, helped orga-

nize the outreach, and suggested

personalized bags containing a
hardbound NIV teen study or
children’s bible, journal, prayer
box, and marker were given to
Rebekah, as well as many
donated items for the Point

Bethel congregation and VBS

each of the children.
last day of VBS, 60

children.

Center.

children, and the youth music
campers decorated the bags and
journals, copied a Scripture verse
for the prayer box, and assem-
bled the canvas bags. As part of
worship the following Sunday,
these bags were prayed over

and given to Rebekah for the

In God’s providence, all of the
Bibles ordered were purchased!
It was a blessed partnership for

both Bethel and the Nelson
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We helped one guy rotate his tires and
check his brakes.”

Besides the single moms being helped,
Car Care Connection is also helping meet
the ShareGroup objective. Cate notes that
one of the volunteer mechanics in January
was a non-member who wanted to
participate in the group.

Cate concedes that the 100 participants
in St. Peter’s ShareGroups is “a small
number—we want it to be more.” To that
end, small group leadership training took
place in April, and Cate always has his ear
to the ground to hear of other interests and
hobbies that may result in a ShareGroup.

“Here at church, there is a guy who likes
to build scale models,” he notes. “He wants
to find people interested in learning how
to do that. We continue to kick around
ideas for these affinity-based small groups.”
Among the St. Peter ShareGroups are ones
for chronic migraine sufferers, mall
walkers, women with cancer, and Huntley
area residents.

Leaders are, from left,
Rebekah Chase, Pam
Swendig, and Terri
Shambaugh.

the Nelson Center. Rebekkah students “bought” a Bible for the

From THE EDITOR

How is the Holy Spirit working in your
life, in your church, and in your district as
you spread the message of hope and forgive-
ness in Jesus Christ?

Through Evangelgram, we can encourage
one another as we share how God is changing

people through the power of the Gospel.

Please share with us what you are doing to
touch the hearts of people with the Gospel.
Please include pictures if available. Send them
to Rev. Scott Snow, scott.snow@lcms.org; or
Dr. Ellis Rottmann at eljoyr@yahoo.com.
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