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In light of today’s ruling by the U.S. Supreme Court on the constitutionality of the Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), we remain opposed to the controversial birth control
mandate, which is one of the requirements included in the law.
The Court’s decision today guarantees that we will continue to bring awareness to the threat to
religious liberty represented by the birth control mandate, which requires virtually all health plans,
including those of religious organizations, to cover birth control drugs and products that could cause the
death of the unborn. We are opposed to the birth control mandate because it runs counter to the biblical
truth of the sanctity of human life and creates a conflict of conscience for religious employers and
insurers, who face steep penalties for non-compliance based upon their religious convictions.
We will continue to stand with those who have filed suit in the many religious freedom cases
pending against the birth control mandate. Through education and civic advocacy, we will continue to
educate the public about the vital necessity of protecting our First Amendment right to act according to
the tenets of our faith. We remain steadfast in our opposition to the birth control mandate and will
continue working to ensure our right to refrain from paying for products and services that conflict with
our doctrine about the sanctity of all human life.
And, regardless of the Court’s decision on the health care reform law, we in the LCMS will
continue to uphold the sanctity of all human life while we care for the sick and work to restore the health
and well-being of people in our communities and around the world.
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