
“Our Lord Jesus, You are the same 
yesterday, today and forever. Give 
the pastors and people of Your 
Church strength to face these 
challenging times with courage 
and compassion. Keep our witness 
faithful to Your revealed truth and 
filled with divine hope. Protect us 
from the temptations of despair 
or capitulation to the ways of 
the world. We join in Your great 
prayer: Thy will be done. Hear us, 
for we pray in Your saving name. 
Amen.”
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} �Read President Matthew C. Harrison’s 
pastoral letter lcms.org/president:  
“I expect the ruling to create an alleged 
constitutional right to same-sex marriage, 
contrary to God’s created orders, natural 
law and the inerrant Scriptures. This 
will be the earnest beginning of a very 
long struggle for faithful Christians 
who will more and more be driven from 
participation in the culture. We shall come 
to know and understand parts of the Word 
of God like never before. “Our citizenship 
is in heaven as we eagerly await a 
Savior” (Phil. 3:20).  

} �Know that the Synod’s legal team 
is carefully examining the potential 
ramifications of this case and will  
report back with more information.

} �Consider seeking legal counsel for your 
congregation, as well as utilizing the 
Synod’s document on marriage policies  
for member congregations.

} �Prepare to discuss what marriage will 
look like in the future. Will LCMS pastors 
eventually be forced to, as agents of the 
state, perform same-sex marriages? And 
if so, what will their response be?
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