Youth Ministry Symposium 2016
Confirming the Christian Faith: What Does This Mean Today?

SESSION DESCRIPTIONS

Wrestling With Confirmation
-Mary Stafford, DCE

So you love Jesus: Now what? How do we come alongside youth
on their journey to not only know about Jesus but to grow in
faith in Jesus as their Lord and Savior? Sometimes we are missing
the mark in our attempts. What works for you? What works for
others? It comes down to one disciple to another sharing life on
life. It’s not easy some days, but definitely worth it — eternally!

Faith Formation Is a Lifelong Process
- Dr. Jan Lohmeyer

What every Christian should know about faith building and faith
sharing based on Christian apologetics.

A New Catechism?
- Rev. Dr. Joel Lehenbauer

The 2013 Synod convention asked the LCMS Commission on
Theology and Church Relations (CTCR), working together with
the president’s office, to prepare a revised and updated version
of Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation. The 1943 version
(which many of us old fogies remember well) lasted almost 50
years (until 1991). Now the church is asking for a new version
less than 25 years later. Why? What? How? Who? When? Joel
Lehenbauer, executive director of the CTCR and chairman of the
Catechism Revision Committee, has all (or most, or some) of the
answers — and is eager to hear your questions and receive your
input on this project.

A New Generation Entering Our Confirmation and
School Classrooms: Who Are These Plurals?
- Rev. Dr. Terry Dittmer

Take a look at the “first generation of the 21st century,” the oldest
of whom are in confirmation classes. What is their generational
type? What are the characteristics of this new generation? What
do we need to know to minister to them, to help them grow in
faith and to equip them to be people of God for life? What about
the learning styles that reach them? Knowing these things now
will help keep them connected through high school and beyond.

The Adolescent Brain: What Are They Thinking?
- Rev. Dr. John Oberdeck

The answer to this question remains a mystery, but to the
question “How are they thinking?” neuroscience continues to
provide new and surprising answers. Does the adolescent brain
function differently from the adult brain? If so, in what ways? Do
girls’ and boys’ brains respond the same or are there differences
that ought to be taken into account? Do our instructional

methods work for or against adolescent brains when we teach
confirmation? The human brain ranks high on the complexity
index of all our Creator has made. What do we know about it
now that we might not have known before?

Family as Confirmation Agent: Bringing the Family
Into the Process
- Dr. Dave Rueter, DCE

The family is critically important when it comes to the faith
formation of children. It is essential that parents have a part in
confirmation. But what should that part be? How can church
leaders get parents to buy in? Drawing on current research, this
session will help equip church leaders to better structure the role
of parents in confirmation and provide the necessary data to
support doing so.

Family as Confirmation Agent: Bringing the Whole
Family of God Into the Confirmation Process
- Dr. Dave Rueter, DCE

Is Confirmation Sunday the only time the members of your
church hear about confirmation? How can we better connect
the whole family of God to the catechizing of our young people?
Building on the work for his book Teaching the Faith at Home,
this session will provide practical ideas for connecting the whole
congregation to the confirmation process.

A Whole New World of Resourcing
- Julianna Shults, DCE

Confirmation students and their families are more pluggedin to technology than ever before, and that can lead them
to disconnect from traditional catechesis. In order to meet
students and families where they are, let’s consider expanding
our confirmation programs to utilize today’s technology, like
online video, social media, phone apps and more. Confirmation
also has the unique ability to encourage students and families to
disconnect from their screens and connect to the needs around
them. Service work, deliberate relationship building and other
relationally-based activities can help students and families
connect to confirmation and each other in a whole new way.
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