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n a country where old traditions still label
some children “untouchables,” the India
Evangelical Lutheran Church (IELC) is a
model for human care efforts that reach out
with Christ’s mercy to people in need. Today,
LCMS World Relief and Human Care (WRHC) and the IELC (an LCMS partner church
since 1959) are working together on many
projects. Here’s a look at two efforts in India – a
helping hand for people displaced by the worst
floods in 100 years and a child development
center looking to expand.

“There is great opportunity to show the love
and mercy of our Lord in these places,” Jesupatham said.

Center hopes to expand to serve more
“untouchables”
Some 150 miles from the floods, the Kaunai
Illam Integrated Child Development Center
near Chennai cares for children considered
“untouchable” because of their tribal community and poor living conditions. In the
Tamil language, Kaunai Illam means “Mercy
Home.”
Help for flood victims with
“Children get love, care and, affection not
“heartbreaking” needs
experienced by them so far,” Jesupatham said
“Appalling and heartbreaking” is how Ravi of the center, which provides for the physiJesupatham, India country coordinator with cal, spiritual, academic, and social needs of
WR-HC, describes the plight of people displaced 75 youngsters, including many who lost their
by severe October floods in Andhra Pradesh. parents in the 2004 tsunami.
“All their belongings and
The “Mercy Home”
households are washed out,”
opened with the help of
“The children want to
Jesupatham reported after
generous WR-HC donors.
spend more time in the
he visited southern India,
Today, the IELC wants to
where floods triggered by
purchase land to plant a
center, to sing and pray;
monsoons turned the lives
permanent church in the
to study and play.”
of more than 1.5 million
community and to build a
people upside down and
larger facility that can serve
destroyed some 62,000 homes.
more children than possible in the current,
WR-HC and the IELC are focusing relief very modest building. A new center also would
efforts on villages and slums that have been allow the program to expand services. One goal
largely neglected by the Indian government is to start vocational training classes that also
and other relief agencies. One such area is the would provide spiritual care for young girls and
slum near the city of Vijayawada, where the women.
local IELC church and the homes of the pastor
Youngsters are finding hope as their lifestyle
and some 25 IELC families were destroyed.
and living conditions change, Jesupatham
Plans are in the works to provide emergency said. “The children want to spend more time
kits for 1,000 families, supplying rice, other in the center, to sing and pray; to study and
provisions, cooking equipment, and blankets. play.”

Give God Glory…
… for kids at Grace Lutheran Church, Iola,
Kan., who sent $206 to support the “Teaching
Tools for India Schools” mission project, part
of the 2009 Vacation Bible School curriculum
from Concordia Publishing House. For each
dollar shared by the kids during VBS offerings,
small clip art computers were displayed. “The
kids really liked seeing so many little computers on the poster board!” said Kim Kristalyn,
VBS director and church secretary. “We don’t
charge for VBS so all the offerings are free will. How God blessed us so we in turn can bless your
ministry, who in turn will bless our brothers and sisters in Christ in India. God is good!”

How Your Gifts Support WR-HC
You can help make projects like these possible with your continuing or new gifts to “Where
Needed Most.” Please use the envelope provided in this issue to send your gift to help LCMS
World Relief and Human Care continue to reach out with Christ’s mercy around the world.
(Note: Thanks to your generous gifts, this publication may occasionally feature projects that
have been fully funded.)

LCMS World Relief and Human Care’s Darin Storkson
(back row, left, in sunglasses) and Ravi Jesupatham (back
row, in blue shirt) visit the Kaunai Illam Integrated Child
Development Center near Chennai in southern India. The
India Evangelical Lutheran Church opened the center with
the help of WR-HC donors and hopes to build a larger,
permanent facility to care for more impoverished yougsters.

Here’s how you can help:
Because needs and ministry opportunities
constantly change, the most efficient, effective
way you can lend a hand through WR-HC is
to designate your gift “where needed most.”
• Mail a check to LCMS World Relief
and Human Care, P.O. Box 66861, St.
Louis, MO 63166-6861. (Make checks
payable to LCMS World Relief and
Human Care.)
• Call toll-free 888-930-4438 to make a
credit card gift.
• Give online at http://givenowlcms.org.
(Click on “LCMS World Relief and
Human Care Where Needed Most.”)
All gifts are used where needed most as determined by LCMS World Relief and Human
Care. Your gift is tax deductible to the extent
permitted by law.
The mission of the church through LCMS World
Relief and Human Care is to reach out in mercy
and compassion to those in need, motivated by
Christ and His Gospel, according to the Lutheran
confession of the faith.
SHARING is the bi-monthly newsletter of the
disaster response and self-help development
ministries of LCMS World Relief and Human
Care. It is available free to individuals and in
quantities to congregations and other groups.
Published by The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod, 1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis, MO
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Mercy for Refugee Students
By Sarah Schafer

V

an K’Pa*, 10, and his family are Montagnard refugees who came to the U.S. in 2005
traumatized from years of persecution for their
Christian faith. Like thousands of other “mountain people” from hill tribes of Vietnam, they
resettled in North Carolina, making it the largest
Montagnard population outside of Vietnam.
“They have lost a child, relatives, friends,
homeland, culture, and almost all worldly possessions,” wrote Sheila Eichert, Neighborhood
Outreach Director for Resurrection Lutheran
Church, Charlotte, N.C. Van is one of about
120 refugee children who live within walking
distance of outreach centers operated by the
church.
Many refugees like the K’Pa family do not
know English and have little formal education.
They cannot read notes from teachers, offer
homework help, or pay for academic tutoring.
In 2006, 16 refugee students in Van’s neighborhood dropped out of school.
Van’s parents can only find shift work and
cannot pay for childcare. They must leave their
kids alone after school, in an area threatened
by gangs, domestic violence, drug and alcohol
abuse, gambling, addiction, crime, and poverty.
“Refugee children already endured great
deprivations and trauma of persecution, and
continue to face daunting challenges adjusting
to a totally new culture for which they are ill
prepared,” said Eichert.
With grants from LCMS World Relief and
Human Care in 1995, 1997, and 1999 the

church began reaching out to refugees. This
fall, they expanded outreach efforts to include
the Good Shepherd Afterschool program with
a $17,000 grant from LCMS WR-HC.
The afterschool program provides a free, safe
place for 19 at-risk Montagnard students. Each
day they hear a devotional, practice English,
and get homework help. They also work on a
family history project, researching their family
heritage and unique faith journeys.
A few high-school Montagnard students, including two of Van’s sisters, work as interns for
a small stipend to help their families financially.
A volunteer from Resurrection cooks for them
and other volunteers teach workshops in arts
and science. Local university students also volunteer, providing homework help and serving
as role models. The Montagnard students have
shared their faith with the volunteers – Eichert
calls it a secondary ministry of the program.
Van doesn’t attend Good Shepherd every
day, but regularly attends Resurrection’s other
programs. These are some of the only places
he receives adult guidance and nurturing to
help him meet his challenges. His siblings also
attend Good Shepherd Afterschool and other
programs.
“The Good Shepherd has an abundant provision in store … to supply many of their unmet
needs – social, educational, and spiritual. What
a privilege and a pleasure it will be to convey
His love to each of them in many practical
ways that will enrich their lives for time and
eternity,” wrote Eichert.

A University of North Carolina education student helps
Su Rochom with her homework at Good Shepherd
Afterschool in Charlotte, N.C.

To support mercy work like Good Shepherd Afterschool, send gifts to:
• Mail: LCMS World Relief and Human
Care, P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO
63166-6861.
• Phone: 888-930-4438.
• Web: http://givenowlcms.org. Click on
“LCMS World Relief and Human Care
Where Needed Most.”
All gifts are used where needed most as determined by LCMS World Relief and Human
Care. Your gift is tax deductible to the extent
permitted by law.
*Name changed for confidentiality.

Students Design First-ever WR-HC Christmas Cards
Artwork from five refugee students at Good Shepherd Afterschool, Charlotte, N.C., will be
featured on the first-ever set of LCMS World Relief and Human Care Christmas cards. Winning
artists are: Plih K’Pa, 13; Pyan Rolan, 7; H’Nath K’Pa, 15; Chuyen Siu, 13; and Pyin Rolan,
13.
“Art is a means of expression that many of our students excel in,” said Sheila Eichert, who
oversees the afterschool program. Many of the students’ families were persecuted because of
their Christian faith but in the U.S. they are free to celebrate the Savior’s birth.
The five-card set is available for purchase at www.lcms.org/wrhcstore. All proceeds will go
“Where Needed Most” to support future mercy work in the U.S.

The Paradoxical Church:
Holy, Yet Hidden in Sinners

Book Features LCMS Forefathers
Don’t miss Rev. Matthew Harrison’s latest
book, At Home in the House of My Fathers.
In it, he and others translate nearly 100
writings from the first five LCMS presidents
and others, providing insight on 91 years of
Synod history and topics such as: ecumenical concerns, lay preaching, clergy depression, divisions, confessional allegiance,
worship, and stewardship. The book is available for $19.95 from Lutheran Legacy Press,
http://lutheranlegacy.org/publicationsfathers
book.aspx.
S14436

The church is a paradox. She is the bride of Christ, “spotless,” “holy,”
“washed,” (Eph. 5:25-25), the “pillar and foundation of truth” (1 Tim.
3:15) “the body of Christ” (1 Cor. 12:1ff.), and yet she only appears in this
world hidden under the guise of poor sinners, flawed leaders, tension, divisions, and even false teaching. This is at once disturbing and comforting.
It is disturbing because we find ourselves such people in such congregations, denominations, and Christendom. It is comforting because, despite
its outward appearance, despite the fact that there have been times in the history of the church
when the pure teaching of the Gospel all but disappeared from the public confession of the
church and its practice, nevertheless, the “gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt.
16:18). The church endures because Christ endures. And He will never let His Gospel go
unbelieved, until the end of time. That’s worth rejoicing over, especially in the times in
which we live. … This is why neither people, nor faith in the heart, nor even charity, are
the infallible marks of the church’s presence. Wherever the Gospel and Sacraments
are – enough to bring people to true faith in the true Jesus – there is the church
(Augsburg Confession VII).
Where Jesus is believed, there is the church, and there is love (however imperfect and weak!). “Faith justifies alone, but justifying faith is never alone.”
Genuine faith clings to Jesus, and can’t but care for others. This is why
at LCMS World Relief and Human Care, virtually everything we do
is directed toward connecting mercy to the church (proximity to
Word and Sacrament), and the church to mercy.
Pastor Matthew Harrison

