Prayer of the Church

The Ascension of Our Lord
25 May 2017

In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
Brief silence 

For the Church, that God preserve His people as witnesses of Christ, so that repentance and forgiveness might be proclaimed to all nations, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the people of God, that the Lord who has fixed the times and seasons until Christ’s return would clothe them in the Holy Spirit and preserve them in the faith until He comes, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who are afflicted in body and mind, [especially ____________,] that the Lord who honored our bodies by the resurrection and ascension of His own would grant healing according to His will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For doctors, nurses, hospice workers, medical researchers and all to whom God entrusts the care of the body, that the Lord who created and assumed human flesh would give them wisdom, compassion and integrity in their care of those bodies in need of healing, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the president of the United States, for the governor of our state and for all who make, administer and judge our laws, that God grant them health and prosperity and grace to govern according to His good pleasure, to the hindrance and punishment of wickedness, that we may lead peaceable lives in all godliness and honesty, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who partake of the Sacrament of the Altar this day, that they might receive Christ’s ascended body and blood in bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Almighty God, we give You unending thanks that You gave Your Son to take on human flesh and redeem us by His life, death, resurrection and ascension. As You have gathered us into His Body, the Church, with all of the saints who have gone before us, grant that we might with them worship You continually with great joy until we stand before Your throne; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
